THE CoONSERVATION OF THE WALL PAINTINGS AT
St MARY AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH WILLINGHAM

Thewdl paintingsandarchitecturd polychromy
Inthe church datefrom at |east five different
periods, from the 13" to 17" centuries. The
earliest paintingsarethe masonry pattern and
figures of saintsin the small windowsinthe
south aide. Next come the paintings of &t
Christopher and & Georgeonthenorthwall of
the nave, which appear to be mid 14* century
In date. The Doom, the Visitation, the
Annunciaionandthecoasof amswhich cover
theeast end of thenavedl datetotheearly 15"
century. Following the reformation, the
figurative paintingswerecoveredwith biblical
texts, some of which can be seen onthe nave i - -
wallstowardsthewest. More significant are 14th Century figure of 3 Christopher
thelargefiguresof theApostlesand Cardind

Virtues, which date to the early 17" century. For further details, see Alan Fawcitt, The
W&l paintings of WIIingham, Cambridge 1990, whichison saeby the south door of the nave.
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Diagrams showing the phases of conservation Treatment

Sincethey wereuncovered in 1895, areas of the paintings have been restored on anumber of
occas ons. Themost notabl e of thesewasinthe 1930swhen areas of the paintingsweretreated
with awax coating, which subsequently deteriorated and absorbed ambient dirt, making them
dark and hardto read. Between 1979 and 1994 most areasof thelater paintingsat theeast end of
the navewere cleaned and restored.




Head of & Smon on the north wall

In 2000 aprogramme of treatment was undertaken onthe = S8a.
painting of St Simon, on the north wall. Thisalowed the (.
trestment techniquesfor theremaining areasto bedevel oped 5

and refined.

A survey of the paintingsundertakenin 1995 showed
that the areas of the wall paintings which had been
treated in the recent past were in arelatively good
condition. A number of small areas of flaking were
noted but such damage was very limited. However,
thelater paintings, towardsthewest end werefar less
stable and were likely to deteriorate further if left

untreated.

Following a fund raising programme by members of the e
parish, and the award of agrant from the Heritage L ottery '
Fund, aprogrammeof conservation isbeing undertaken on

theremaning areasof wall paintingstowardsthewest end of |

thenave. Theaim of thework isto stabilisethewall paintings E eI
In order to prevent further deterioration and loss. In AT
conjunctionitisintendedto reducetheleve of accumulated

surfacedirt, so that the paintings can be more clearly seen

and the subj ect matter made more accessibletotheviewer. s
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Conservator consolidating the paint layer

TOBIT CURTEIS ASSOCIATES
36 Abbey Road Cambridge C B5 8HQ
www.tobit-curteis-associates.com
email: tc@tobit-curteis-associates.com
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Figure of Faith on the south wall

Thework isbeing undertaken by agroup of
Independent conservatorsand isbeing co-
ordinated by Tobit Curtels Associates, a
Cambridgebasad practicepecidisnginthe
conservation of wall paintings. It is
anticipated that it will be completed at the
beginning of July. If you areinterested in
knowing more about thewall paintingsor
their conservation, please contact Tobit
Curteis01223 501958 or Jon Edney 01954
205739. Vigtstothescaffolding, to seethe
work in progress, can be arranged by
appointment.






